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1. CONFERENCE 5. OFFICE 9. LOUNGE 13.  BEAUTY BAR
LOWER LEVEL PLAN 2. WORK LOUNGE 6.  CLOSET 10.  PHONE 4. RESTROOM

3. SERVER 7. LFT 1. SHOWER 15, OPEN SEATING

4. PRINT/WORK 8.  STORAGE 12. PARENT/PRAYER  16. LIBRARY

Creating Arty Colourful Spaces

Project: The Coven, St. Paul, MN
Architects: Studio BV, MN

he project is a co-working space for

women and those who identify as non-

binary. The goal for the design of their
flagship location in St Paul, MN was to transform
a dark, historic space into a bright and warm
space that encourages women’s empowerment

and sets a strong foundation for the future. The
purpose of the design was to empower those
that inhabit the space and create a sense of
community and equity.

The reception and open lounge take
advantage of the high ceilings, natural light
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MAIN FLOOR PLAN

and rich architectural character. The design a custom floor mosaic of the logo is laid on the
team restored the historic details in the space floor. This detail along with custom hardware and
and added unique custom features to match decorative lighting make the entry memorable.
that level of detail. The custom check-in desk Unexpected use of colour and material

I is made of a soft blue upholstery that creates reflects the individuality of the members and
a cosy moment at the front door. At the entry, guests. The open custom coffee bar serves
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as a social hub for both a collaborative work
area and for special events. Furniture is soft,
colourful, and flexible. The client’s mantra is “do
the most good.” These words were made into

a custom wall tile application in the coffee bar.
That provides a bold and empowering imprint on
the space.

The connecting stair is a bold move that
symbolizes strength and community and
connects the open gathering space of the first
floor with the office suites of the lower level.

The lower level was transformed into a bright
and inviting space. Ceilings are painted white
throughout, and moments of surprise happen
throughout. Private offices and conference
rooms are thoughtful and comfortable.
Opportunities for branding and personalization
are abundant. Brick walls and hidden niches
serve as solid and intentional backgrounds for
these moments.

The entire space is filled with art made just
for this space. The client supports local female
artists and the space is filled with murals,
weavings, paintings, tapestries, tile, prints and
objects curated and created for this space.

They are important elements in the design and
create a canvas that expresses community and
diversity. =

Photo credit: Corey Gaffer Photography

FACTFILE

Client: The Coven
Category: Co-working Space
Year of completion: 2020
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